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[Document  Y.] 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  25ih,  1813. 
Read  and  ordered  jo  be  printed. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM    THE 


EXECUTIVE    OF    MARYLAND, 


RELATING   TO    THE 


STATE'S  DISTRIBUTION  SHARE  OF   THE   PROCEEDS    OF   THE   PUBLIC 
LANDS;  AND  THE  INCOME  AND  GROUND  RENT  TAX  LAWS. 


Treasury  Department, 

December  21  th^  1842. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  warrant  for  the  sum 
$15,187  54  has  this  day  issued  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
on  account  of  tiie  distributive  share  of  said  State  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  Public  Lands,  as  authorised  by  the  provisions" 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  4th  September,  1841,  entitled 
"An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Public 
Lands  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,"  and  on  the  same  day  the 
said  sum  of  $15,137  54  was  placed  upon  the  books  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  the  credit  of  said  State  of  Maryland  on  account  of  the 
indebtedness  of  said  State  to  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  FORWARD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
Annapolis,  Md. 


STATEMENT,  &c. 


•    Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller'' s  Ofice,  \Ath  Xovcmher,  1842. 
To  his  Excellency 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland: 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  by  an  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  of  sales  of  the  Public  Lands  of  the  United  States  from 
1st  January  to  30lh  June,  1842,  (inclusive,)  made  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  distributive  shares  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  and  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  prorisions  of  the 
act  of  4th  September,  1811,  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Public  Lands,  &c."  it  appears  that  the 
sum  of  $15,187  54  is  due  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

And  the  accompanying  Statements,  marked  A,  B,  G  and  H 
will  show  how  this  sura  has  been  ascertained,  against  which  there 
is  chargeable  the  following  sums,  viz: 

In  interest  on  $223,321  76  stock  of  said  State  held  in  trust  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  Indian  trusts,  and  which  was  payable 
on  the  1st  July  last,       ....      $1,10092 
And  interest  on  stock  of  said  State,  held  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  F.  S.  in  trust  for  the  Chickasaw  fund: 
viz:   $24,233,  in  5  per  cent,    stocks,  payable  on 
1st  July  last,     -  -  -  -  -         1,211  65 

"     $14,499  74,  in  6  per  cent,  stock,     ditto,  869  98 

To  certificate  reimbursable,  No.  1127,  for  $6,577  83 

5  per  cents,  -----  6,577  83 
Interest  on  same  from  8lh  August  to  date,  2y.  3  mo. 

6  3  days,  -  -  ...  743  43 

19,503  81 
To  which  account  has  been   credited  the  foregoing, 

sum  of  -  -  .  -  .      15,187  54 


Leaving  due  on  account  of  interest,  &.c.  -  $4,316  27 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  McCULLOH,  Comptroller. 


(A.) 

StaUmenl  of  the  residue  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands, 
sold  in  the  half  year  ending  30th  June,  1842,  distributable 
among  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  Slates  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
4th  September,  1841. 
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Ohio, 

Indiana, 

lIliDois, 

Missouri, 

Arkansas, 

Louisiana, 

Mississippi 

Alabama, 

Michigan, 

Wiskonsan 

Iowa, 

Florida, 

Total. 

General  Land  Office,  October  31st  1842. 

THOS.  H.  BLAKE,  Commissioner. 

Treasury  Department, 
Register's  Office,  JVovcmher  7,  1842. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  iiled  on  re- 
cord in  this  office.  T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
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562.144  18 


(B.) 

Statement  showing  the  respective  shares  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories  of  the  United  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia, 
under  the  Distribution  Met  of  4th  September,  1841,  of  the  residue 
of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands  sold  in  the  half  year 
ending  30th  Jane,  1842,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  Jive  hundred 
and  sixty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ^^f^^ths, 
as  per  statement  herewith,  marked  Jl. 


States  and  Territories 

Free  Popula- 

Slaves. 

Federal  Num- 

Distributive 

and  D.  of  Columbia. 

tion. 

ber. 

Share. 

Maine, 

501,793 

501,793 

17,654  90 

New  Hampshire, 

284,573 

1 

284,574 

9,955  64 

Massachusetts, 

737,698 

1 

737,699 

25,807  92 

Rhode  Island,    - 

108,825 

5 

108,828 

3,807  28 

Connecticut, 

309,998 

17 

310,008 

10,845  43 

Vermont, 

291,948 

— 

291,948 

10,213  01 

New  York,  - 

2,428,917 

4 

2,428,919 

84,974  15 

New  Jersey, 

372,632 

674 

373,036 

13,050  42 

Pennsylvania, 

1,723,969 

04 

1,724  .(X)7 

00,313  27 

Delaware, 

75,480 

2,605 

77,043 

2,095  30 

Maryland,    - 

380,282 

89,737 

434,124 

15,187  54 

Virginia, 

790,810 

448,987 

1,060,202 

37,090  48 

North  Carolina, 

507,602 

245,817 

655,092 

22,917  97 

South  Carolina, 

267,360 

327,038 

463,583 

16,218  15 

Georgia, 

410,448 

280,944 

579,014 

20,256  43 

Alabama, 

337,224 

253,532 

489.343 

17,119  35 

Mississippi, 

180,440 

195,211 

297,567 

10.410  19 

Louisiana,          ~      ^ 

183,959 

168,452 

285,030 

9,971  59 

Tennessee,  - 

646,151 

183,059 

755,986 

2(5,447  68 

Kentucky, 

597,570 

182,258 

706,925 

24,731  31 

Ohio, 

1,519,464 

3 

l,519,4r>(3 

53,157  53 

Indiana, 

685,863 

3 

685,(385 

23,994  54 

Illinois, 

475,852 

331 

476,051 

16.654  33 

Missouri, 

325,462 

58,240 

360,406 

12,608  57 

Arkansas,     - 

77,639 

19,935 

88,600 

3,134  60 

Michigan, 

212,267 

— 

212,267 

7,426  03 

Wiskonsan, 

30,934 

11 

30,941 

1,082  4ry 

Iowa,     - 

43,096 

16 

43,106 

1,508  03 

Florida, 

28,760 

25,717 

44,190 

1,545  96 

District  of  Columbia, 

39,108 

4,694 

41,834 

1,463  53 

Total 

14,576.034 

2.487,356 

16.068,447 

562,144  18 

General  Land  Office.  October  31st  1842. 

THOS.  H.  BLAKE,  Commissioner. 

Treasury  Department, 
Register'' s  OJice,  Kovemher  7,  1842. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  filed  on 
record  in  this  office.  T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


(G.) 

Slatetnent  of  the  additional  allowanceio  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois  Missoun,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippiy  '.Alabama, 
and  Michigan,  often  per  cent.  0/ the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lunxis  sold  therein,  respectively,  in  the  half  year  ending  30th 
June,  1S42,  under  the  distribution  act  of  4th  September,  1841, 
according  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury. 


The  total  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of  the 
jMiblic  lands  sold  in  the  United  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, in  said  hnlf  year,  is  -  - 

The  amount  of  repayments  during  said  p'^riod, 
(for  erroneous  and  illegal  entries,)  by  receivers 
of  the  public  moneys,  and  by  warrants  from  the 
Treasury,  is  _  _  -  - 

Leaving  as  the  "gross  proceeds"  of  the  lands  for 
the  said  half  year,  the  sum  of  -  - 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  chargeable 
to  the  public  lands,  agreeably  to  the  above  act, 
are  as  lollovvs:  * 

1st.  Salaries  and  expenses  of  the  General  Land 
Office  ...  -  - 

2d.  Surveying  expenses    - 

3d.  Salaries  and  expenses  of  the  officers  of  the 
Surveyors  General   .  -  -  - 

4lh.  Salaries,  commissions,  and  allowances  to 
Registers  and  Receivers        -  -  - 

6lh.  The  amount  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund 

Making,  together,  the  sum  of 


$857,641  04 


20,424  34 


$837,216  70 


$52,751  52 
48,037  40 

28,146  72 

56,681  26 
34,662  63 


$220,279  53 


Then,  as  the  total  amount  of  the  gross  proceeds  $837,216  70, 
is  to  the  whole  amount  of  expenses,  $220,279  53,  so  is  the 
amount  ofthe^ross  proceeds  in  each  State  to  its  proportion  of  the 
whole  expenses;  for  instance,  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  sales  in 
Illinois  amount  to  the  sum  of  $402,163  OG  ;  therefore,  as  $837,- 
216  70:  $220,279  53:  $402,163  06:  $105,812  86,  leavingas 
the  nett  proceeds  for  Illinois,  $296,350  20;  ten  per  cent,  on 
which,  amounts  to  $29,635  02. 


(  G.  )— Continued. 
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Ohio, 

,$12,534  27 

3,297 

88 

9,236 

39 

923  64 

Indiana 

39,125  53 

10,394 

29 

28,831 

24 

2,883  12 

Illinois 

402,163  06 

105,812 

86i  296,350 

20 

29,635  02 

Missouri 

113,832  94 

29,950 

51 

83,882 

43 

8,388  24 

Arkansas 

18,295  69 

4,813 

78 

13,481 

91 

1,348  19 

Louisiana 

38,377  32 

10,097 

43 

28,279 

89 

2,827  99 

Mississippi 

32,518  52 

8,555 

92 

23.962 

60 

2,396  26 

Alabama 

71,228  19 

18,740 

80 

52,487 

39 

5,248  74 

Michigan 

15,494  68 

4,076 

79 

11,417 

^9 

1,141  79 

743,570  20 

195,640 

26 

547,929 

94 

Wiskonsin    ^ 

Iowa             > 

93,646  50 

24,639 

27 

69,007 

23 

Florida          ) 

Total     $ 

837,216  70 

220,279 

53 

616,937 

17 

54,792  99 

General  Land  Office,  October  2lst,  1842. 

THOS.  H.  BLAKE,   Commissioner. 

Taeasury  Department, 
Registei-^s   Office,  JVovcmber  7,  1842. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  ihe  original  filed  on 
record  in  this  office.  T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


(H.) 

Tabic  of  Federal  numbers  taken  from  the  Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representodoes,  {House  document  JSo. 
■13,  of  the  second  session  Tioenly-sevcnih  Congress,)  dated  2-2d 
January,  1842,  to  ichom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among 
the  several  States,  under  the  sixth  Census,  Sfc. 

FEDERAL  NUMBERS  UNDER  THE  SIXTH  CENSUS. 


STATES. 


Free  Persons. 


Maine 

New  lliunpshire 
Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticut     - 
Vermont   - 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania  - 
Delaware  - 
I\laryland 
Virginia    - 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 
Alabama   - 
Mississippi 
Louisiana 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Ohio  - 
Indiana     - 
Illinois 
Missouri    - 
Arkansas 
Michigan  - 


Total 


501,793 
284,.o73 
737,698 
108,825 
309,998 
291,948 

2,428,917 
372,032 

1,723,969 
75,480 
380,282 
790,810 
507,002 
267,036 
410,448 
337,224 
180,440 
183,959 
646,151 
597,570 

1,519,464 
085,803 
475,852 
325,462 
77,039 
212,207 


Slaves. 


Fed'l  Number. 


14,434,226 


1 

1 

5 

17 

4 

674 

04 

2,005 

89,737 

448,987 

245,817 

327,038 

280,944 

253,532 

195,211 

108,452 

183,059 

182,258 

3 

3 

331 

58,240 

19,935 


501,793 
284,574 
737,099 
108,828 
310,008 
291,948 

2,428,919 
373,036 

1,724,007 

77,043 

434,124 

1,000,202 
055,092 
403,583 
579,014 
489,343 
297,567 
285,030 
755,986 
706,925 

1,519,466 
685,865 
476,051 
360,406 
89,600 
212,267 


2,456,918  I  15,908,376 


11 

(II.) — Continued. 

Of  the  Territories  and  District  of  Columbia,  from  a  calculation 
made  in  the  Treasury  from  the  Census. 


Territories  and  D.  Columbia. 

Free  Persons. 

Slaves. 

Fed'l  Number. 

Wiskonsiti 

Iowa 

Florida 

District  of  Columbia 

30,934 
43,096 
28,760 
39,018 

11 

16 

25,717 

4,694 

30,941 
43,106 
44,190 
41,834 

Total  of  States  and  Ter- 
ritories 

14,576,034 

2,487,356 

16,068,447 

Comptroller's  Office,  JVovember  1,  1842. 

J.  W.  McCULLOH,  Comptroller. 

Treasury  Department, 
Register^  Office,  November  7,  1842. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  filed  on  re- 
.cord  in  this  office.  T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


LETTERS 

From  Clerks  of  County   Courts  and  Clerks  of  Commissioners y  in 
relation  to  the  Income  and  Ground  Rent  Tax  Laws,  §*c. 


Elktox,  JS^oveynber  2,  1842. 

Dear  sir, — Yours  of  the  1st  inst.  has  been  received,  and  in  re- 
ply thereto  have  to  say,  that  the  Commissioners  at  a  meeting  held 
on  the  26th  day  of  April  last,  appointed  assessors  under  the  in- 
come tax  law,  one  for  each  district  in  the  county.  And  Mr.  Ellis, 
who  was  then  the  clerk  to  the  commissioners,  transmitted  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore,  by  the  order  of  the  Commission- 
ers, a  letter  informing  that  ofHcer  of  their  appointment;  and  the 
instructions  re(|uircd  by  the  law  were  duly  received  from  Mr. 
Mackubin  the  Treasurer. 

The  assessors  appointed  for  the  1st  district,  is  the  only  one  who 
has  made  any  return  and  he  only  the  names  of  three  persons. 
The  Commissioners,  regarding  this  as  a  very  partial  return,  and 
as  none  of  the  other  assessors  had  made  any  return  previous  to 
the  confirmation  and  close  of  assessment  for  the  year  1S42,  on  the 
9tii  day  of  September  last,  the  court  declined  to  confirm  the  return 
of  Mr.  Pearce  the  assessor  for  the  1st  district,  and  determined  to 
let  the  subject  lay  over  for  further  consideration.  Since  that  time  a 
new  Board  of  Commissioners  have  been  elected,  who  have  had  but 
one  meeting,  and  that  only  ibr  the  purpose  of  organizing.  Their 
next  meeting  will  take  place  on  the  l"3lh  day  of  December  next ; 
and  as  three  of  the  members  of  tlie  old  J5nard  have  been  re-elected, 
the  subject  will  no  doubt  be  again  considered  ;  and  at  that  meet- 
ing I  will  lay  your  letter  before  them  and  communicate  to  you  the 
result  of  their  action  thereon. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  ob't.  serv't. 

G.  H.  JOYCE, 
Clerk  Commissioners  Cecil  County. 

To  Hon.  J.  C.  Le  Grand. 


13 
Denton,  {Caroline  Co.)  Mvember  7,  1842. 

Dear  sir  —As  it  would  require  some  time  to  assemble  the  Levy 
Court,  who  reside  in  difTerent  parts   of  the  county  remote  from 
each  other,  and  bein-,  as  the  clerk  of  that  court,  in  possession  o 
all  the  information  required  by  your  letter,  and  winch  the  court  it 
assembled  could  give,  I  take  ti>e  liberty  to  reply  to  your    etter 

Under  the  act  of  1841,  chapter  32o,  the  Levy  Court  of  tlu.s 
county,  (on  the  26th  of  April,  1842,)  appointed  an  assessor  for 
each  election  district  of  the  county,  all  of  whom  refused  to  accept 
the  appointment.  The  court  then  offered  the  assessmerit  ot  the 
whole  county  to  each  of  them,  but  neither  of  them  would  accept 
The  court  then  by  public  advertisement  notified  al  persons  willino; 
to  accept  the  office  of  assessor  of  the  county,  to  hie  their  respec- 
tive applications,  with  the  clerk  of  the  said  court:  no  apphcations 
were  ever  filed,  nor  any  application  made  in  person  and  therefore 
the  court  suspended  all  further  proceedings  on  that  point,  and 
consequently  nothing  further  was  done  by  the  court  under  the  act 
in  question,  except  to  tax  watches  and  plate  already  assessed  un- 
der  the  act  of  1810,  chapter  23. 

Very  resiicctfuily  yours, 

^  JoVllICHARDSON. 


Frederick,  {Frederick  Co.)  Mvemher  21,  1842. 

near  siV,— Yours,  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  of  Frederick 

crunty,  dated  1st  inst.  having  relation  to  the  act  of  December 

session  1841,  chapter  325,  is  now  before  the  Levy  Court  of  this 

county  to   which  the  said  court  begs  leave  to  reply,  through  me, 

as  follows :  .  .  wi,  n,^ 

The  Levy  Court  of  Frederick  county,  in  compliance  with  tlie 
provisions  of  said  law,  made  the  appointment  of  assessors,  for  the 
purposes  therein  expressed-and  the  said  court  subsequently 
learned,  that  the  said  assessors  had  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
the  duiies  assigned  to  them  ;  but  as  all  the  said  assessors  did  not 
make  return  to  the  said  court,  and  as  the  return  7nflf/e,  had  relawon 
to  a  part  of  the  county  only,  and  not  to  the  whole  of  it,  the  Lev) 
Court  did  not,  (and  deemed  it  inexpedient  to)  levy  the  tax  tliere- 
„nder— since  when,  no  further  action  has  been  had  in  the  matter, 
in  this  county.  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant,  6cc. 

HENRY  SCHLEY. 

To  J.  C.  Le  Grand,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  State,  Jnnapolis. 
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Centukmlll,  {Q.  a.  Co.)  November 2-2,  1842. 

Dear  yj'r, — Your  letter  has  been  received  by  the  Levy  Court 
who  direct  me  to  say,  in  answer  to  the  same,  that  there  were  no 
assessors  appointed  in  this  county  under  the  act  mentioned  in  your 
letter;  but  that  the  court  performed  the  duties  of  assessors  them- 
selves, inasinucli  as  they  did  not  conceive  the  amount  which  could 
be  raised,  wduld  justify  the  expense  of  retjular  assessors.  The 
reason  that  there  has  been  no  return  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Wes- 
tern Shore  of  the  same,  is  because  they  can  get  no  collector  of  the 
direct  tax  to  seive.  The  amount  of  tax  on  that  assessment  is 
about  $272.  Returns  will  be  made  to  the  Treasurer  as  soon  as  a 
collector  can  be  had  to  serve. 

Respectfully  yours, 

N.  BAILEY, 
Clerk  to  the  Levy  Court. 

Hon.  Jno.  C.  Le  Grand. 


Commissioners'  Office, 
Ellicolt's  Mills,  (//.  D.)  .yovembcr  9,  1842. 
John  C.  Le  Grand,  Esq. 

Dear  sir, — In  reply  toyour's  of  the  1st  in.stant,  I  am  authorised 
by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  our  district  to  inform  you,  that 
they  had  complied  with  the  requisition  of  the  act  oi'  December 
session  1S41,  chapter  325,  by  appointing  an  assessor  to  carry  out 
the  intention  of  said  act;  but  as  the  gentlemen  whom  tliey  ap- 
pointed refused  to  serve,  and  no  applicants  offering  which  they 
thought  competent  for  the  task,  they  were  consequently  compelled 
to  let  the  matter  rest,  inasmuch  as  they  had  done  all  that  was  re- 
quired of  them  by  said  act.  They  do  not  intend  to  take  any 
further  steps  in  the  matter,  but  await  the  action  of  the  next  session 
ot  the  Legislature  on  the  subject.  This  is  all  the  inibrraation  I 
can  give  at  this  time.  Yours  respectfully, 

DANIEL  BUTLER, 
Clerk  to  Com.  Howard  Dist.  of  A.  A.  Co. 


County  Commissioner's  Office, 
Easton,  [Talbot  Co.)  JVbvember  22,  1842. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiries,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  state,  that  assessors  Avere  appointed  under  the  act 
to  which  you  refer,  viz:  of  December  session,  iS41,  chapter  325, 
and  yesterday  made  their  returns.  The  amount  of  assessment, 
for  the  entire  county,  under  the  aforementioned  act,  is  $29,630. 
The  Board  will  proceed  to  sit  without  delay,  for  the  purpose  of 
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hearing  appeals,  &c.  and  the  abatements  will  diminish  the  amount 
as  returned  by  assessors. 

I  will   state,  that  the   Board    paid    no    aKcnlion   to  Treasurer 
Mackubin's  instructions.         Respectfully, 

CEO.'W.  SIIHRWOOD, 
Clerk  Commissioners  of  Talbot  County. 


Commissioners'  Office, 
St.  Mary's  County,  Md.  November  9,  1842. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your's  of  the  Isl,  I  have  to  say — that  during 
the  last  year  assessors,  under  the  act  of  1841,  was  appointed,  and 
the  property  of  the  county  assessed  to  $4,356,843.  A  collector 
was  appointed  to  collect  on  that  sum  20  cents  in  the  $100  for 
State  purposes ;  and  has  no  doubt  paid  into  the  Treasury  accord- 
ingly- 

The  amount  of  assessed  property  in  the  county  this  year  is 
^4,325,540.  The  Commissioners  will  at  llfcirnext  meeting,  ap- 
point a  collector  of  the  State  tf.x,  and  would  have  done  ere  this, 
but  there  was  no  applicants  until  now. 

The  income  assessment  amounts  to  $15,950 — 2.Vper  cent,  will 
be  levied  on  this  amount,  and  will  also  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  collector  ?.t  an  early  period. 

This  I  believe  answers  your  letter.  If  any  further  information 
is  wanting,  it  will  be  cheerfully  given. 

Respectfully,  WM.  FORD,  Clerk. 


Snow  Hill,  {Wor.  Co.)  November  26,  1842. 

Dear  sir, — Your  letter  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  of  Wor- 
cester county,  was  handed  to  me  during  the  last  week  to  answer, 
and  our  court,  then  being  in  session,  I  was  unable  to  reply,  from  a 
press  of  business.     I  now  hasten  to  reply. 

An  assessor  was  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Worcester 
county,  under  the  income  tax  law  of  last  session,  who  proceeded 
according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western 
Shore.  He  has  completed  the  assessment,  and  made  his  return 
into  this  (Clerk's)  office.  The  assessment  amounts  to  eleven 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  According  to 
his  undfrstanding  of  the  Treasurer,  he  has  assessed  only  officers 
and  professional  men  with  but  two  exceptions — an  overseer  of  a 
furnace  and  a  teacher  in  an  academy.  For  the  want  of  a  collector, 
none  of  this  tax,  nor  the  direct  tax  under  the  act  of  1S40,  has 
been  collected.  The  Commissioners,  as  soon  as  the  assessment 
under  the  latter  named  act  was  completed,  appointed  a  collector 
who  refused  to  serve.     Repeated  appointments  since  have  been 
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followed  \vitii  siinilnr  results,  and  unfortunately  at  ibis  time  there 
seems  to  be  no  prohabilily  under  existing  circumstances,  ol"  ob- 
taining one.  Very  respt'clfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GORDON  M.  HANDY, 
Clerk  ]Vi)iccstcr  County  Court. 


IIagerstown,  (IltZi/*.  Co.)  JS'ovemhcr  29,  1842. 

John  C.  Le  Grand,  P^sq. 

iSjV, — In  reply  lo  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  the  Commissioners 
have  requested  me  to  say,  that  assessors  were  appointed  by  the 
former  Board,  they  refused  to  serve,  and  consequently  nothing  has 
been  done  in  this  county,  in  legard  to  the  matter  referred  to  in 
vour  communication.  Respectfully  yours, 

O.  L.  MACGILL, 
Clerk  Commissioners  Washington  County. 


Commissioner's  Office, 
Roc/cville,  {Montgomery  Co.)  J\ovember  12,   1842. 

Dear  sir, — The  Commissioners  have  the  pleasure  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  November  1st,  1842, 
directing  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  act  of  Decem- 
ber session  1841,  chapter  325,  and  enquire  what  has  been  done 
under  it.  I  am  directed  to  state  to  you  that  an  assessor  was  ap- 
pointed in  obedience  to  said  act  and  return  made  by  him  in  amount 
.$9,575;  after  said  return  was  corrected,  a  collector  was  apj)ointed, 
but  he  having  neglected  to  bond  within  the  month  of  September, 
and  finally  declined  to  accept  said  appointment,  precluding  an  rji- 
})orlunity  to  appoint  another  within  said  month,  the  Commis- 
sioners ^re  not  sure  that  they  have  authority  by  law  to  appoint 
another.  Any  information  irom  you  on  this  subject  will  be  most 
thankfully  received.  Respectfully  yours, 

LEW.  SHOTS,  Clerk. 


Princess  Ann,  {Somerset  Co.)  November  19,  1842. 

Sir^ — Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  to  the  Commissioners  for 
Somerset  county,  arrived  here  during  the  recess  of  the  board. 
As  soon  as  they  were  apprized  of  it  I  was  requested  to  rej)Iy  to  it. 

Two  diflerent  assessors  have  been  appointed  by  this  Board  un- 
der the  act  of  December  session,  1841,  chapter  325,  each  of 
whom  resigned  after  a  trial  of  a  few  days,  stating  that  they  were 
not  able  to  accomplish  their  duties  in  consequence  of  the  difficul- 
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ly  of  ascertaining  the  income  of  persons  liable  to  a.SKe.s^;ment  under 
that  act.  The  huv  is  obnoxious  to  many  persons,  who  will  nol 
only  not  render  the  asses.sors  facilities,  but  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  their  proceeding  in  their  duties.  Finding  the  prospect  so 
gloomy,  the  Commissioners  have  abandoned  it. 

I  will  take  occasion  to  remark  that  nothing  has  been  done  to- 
wards collecting  the  direct  tax  in  this  county,  either  for  the  year 
1841  or  1842,  in  consecpience  of  not  being  able  to  procure  a  col- 
lector. We  were  tied  down  by  the  act  of  Assembly  to  six  per 
cent,  for  the  collection.  An  offer  was  made  to  collect  a  part  of 
the  tax  for  ten  per  cent,  and  another,  for  another  portion,  at  twelve 
per  cent.  In  one  of  the  cases  the  bond  offered  was  insufficient, 
and  if  it  had  been  otherwise  we  were  not  at  liberty  to  take  up  with 
the  offer.  In  consequence  of  the  direct  tax  being  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  collection  of  the  county  charges,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  a  collector  for  that  purpose — our  county  fi- 
nances are  at  a  stand  still,  and  even  the  i)Oor  are  unprovided  for. 
The  reasons  for  this  reluctance  to  enter  into  the  collection  of  the 
direct  tax  are — Firstly,  the  summary  process  provided  to  coerce 
delinquent  collectors — Secondly,  tlie  scarcity  of  money,  and, 
Thirdly,  the  prejudice  that  some  (I  am  happy  to  say  this  class  is 
not  numerous)  entertain  towards  this  law^  for  raising  revenue  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  debts  of  the  State. 

You  will  pardon  rae  for  intruding  into  this  letter  a  subject  un- 
called for  by  your  queries.  A  wish  to  impart  information  which 
I  thought  might  be  desirable,  is  my  apology. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

WiM.  T.  G.  POLK, 
one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Somerset  Co. 

Hon.  John  C.  Le  Grand, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^Jinapolis,  Md. 


Baltiimore,  December  10, 1842. 

My  dear  sir, — The  assessors  undertook  to  perform  their  duties 
in  relation  to  the  new  assessment,  and  made  a  return,  which  re- 
sulted in  an  entire  failure.  The  Appeal  Tax  Court  sat  for  six 
days,  and  were  unable  to  hear  the  numerous  appeals  from  our 
citizens  ;  and  have  determined  that  the  assessment  being  so  very 
incorrect,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  our  citizens  to  make  a 
return  of  it.  I  believe  in  the  assessment  of  ground  rents,  that 
none  of  the  assessors  returned  any,  except  Mr.  Jacob  White  of 
the  3rd  District,  You  of  course  will  see  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  certify  to  their  return. 

The  law  has  not  therefore  been  executed  so  as  to  produce  either 
a  correct  assessment  or  a  collection  of  money  under  its  provisions. 
Very  re«;pectfully  your  friend, 

JNO.  B.  SEIDENSTRICKER, 

Jno.  C.  Le  Grand,  Esq.  Collector. 
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Baltimore,  JVovember  9,  1842. 

Dear  sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  to 
say,  that  the  assessors  directed  by  the  act  of  1841,  were  duly  ap- 
pointed, and  have  completed  the  assessment.  The  amount  I  am 
unable  to  furnish  you,  for  reasons  which  you  will  learn  from  the 
enclosed  communicaiion. 

You  will  peiceive  by  the  letter  from  the  "Appeal  Tax  Court,'* 
thai  sulFiricnt  time  was  not  allowed  thein  to  make  the  necessary 
corrections.  \'ery  rcspectfiiilv, 

SOL.  IIILLEN,  JK. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Le  Gr.and, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Office  of  the  Appeal  Tax  Court, 
Baltimore,  JVovejnber  4,  1842. 
To  Hon.  Solomon  Hillen,  Ju.  JMaijor. 

The  Appeal  Tax  Court  having  received  the  certified  returns  of 
the  assessors  of  tax,  on  salaries,  incomes,  emoluments  of  profits, 
appointed  under  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  March   lOlh, 
1S42,  chapter  325,  the  said  court  as  directed  in  the  Sth  section  of 
said  act,  commenced  a  session  on  the  second  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber last,  and  continued  tlie  session  for  six  days,  having  first  given 
notice  by  public  advertisement  in  the  several  newspapers  of  the 
city.     The  short  time  allowed  to  hear  and  determine  tlie  nume- 
rous cases  in   which  persons  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by 
said  assessment,  has  left  a  very  large  number  of  persons,  who  stand 
assessed,  without   the  opportunity  of  giving  evidence  "that  the 
only  income  or  profit  which  they  receive  is  derivable  from  proper- 
ty already  assessed,"  the  court  is  forced  to  the   conclusion,  from 
the  representations  of  a  large  number  of  persons,  who  were  de- 
prived of  an  opportunity  to  give  evidence,  that  a  statement  made 
from  the  returns  as  now  corrected,  would  embrace  many  persons 
who  are  not  liable  under  the  law,  and  would  be  very  imperfect. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
GEO.  MYERS, 
JOSEPH  JHIOWX, 
JNO.  n.  SEHJENSTRICKER, 
Jlppcal  Tax  Court. 


Office  of  Commissioners, 

Baltimore  County j  J^ovemher  11,  1842. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Le  Grand, 

j)car  sir, — The  Commissioners  of  Baltimore  county  request  rae 
lo  say  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  first  instant,  that  they  have  com- 
plied with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of   1841,  chapter   325,  by 
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the  appointment  of  assessor?  who  have  proceeded  to  make  the 
assessment  accordingly,  and  have  made  their  returns  to  the  Board 
on  the  I'ilh  September  last,  and  the  amount  as  appears  by  the 
return,  after  the  corrections,  is  for  the  first  district  $18,000,  and 
for  the  second  district  $12,200 — making  for  the. county  $;J0,'70O, 
the  aggregates  on  which  the  Commissioners  have  not  made  any 
special  levy  for  the  ])resent  year. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  WOllTlIINGTON,   Clerk. 


CoMMISSIONKRS    OfFICE, 

Carroll  County^  Md.  J\ovember  9,  1842. 
John  C.  Le  Grand,  Esq. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  first  instant,  I  inform  you 
that  the  assessors  appointed  under  the  act  of  Assembly  passed 
December  session,  1841,  chapter  325,  refussed  to  serve,  conse- 
quently no  assessment  has  been  made  in  this  county  under  the 
iiforesaid  act.  Respectfully  yours, 

BASIL  ROOT, 
Clerk  to  Commsssioners. 


Upper  JMarlero',  (P.  G.  Co.)  JS'ovcmher  IS,  1842. 
J.  C,   Le  Grand,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  State  of  Md. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Justices  of  the  Levy  Court  of  Prince 
Georges  County,  to  reply  to  your  queries  in  regard  to  the  income 
tax  law.  The  court  did  appoint  assessors  under  the  said  law, 
but  those  appointed  refused  to  serve,  and  the  court  again  appoint- 
ed otheis,  who  refused  to  act.  Being  unable  to  get  suitable  per- 
sons to  act  as  such  the  law  has  not  been  carried  out,  but  has  be- 
come a  dead  letter. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  B.  BELT, 
Clerk  Levy  Court  of  P.  G.  Co. 


I#^^ 
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